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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of 
this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5 and 7-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Black 
(7130282). 

Regarding claim 1, Black discloses a private instant communications processing 
element (see flg.2, element 218) for use in conjunction with a first carrier network (see col. 6 
lines 16-30), the first carrier network providing wireless access to a first plurality of wireless 
user devices, the first plurality of wireless user devices comprising at least one first private 
user device, and being configured to route signals from the at least one first private user 
device to the private instant communications processing element (see fig. 3), the private instant 
communications processing element being adapted to: receive instant communications signals 
from the at least one first private user device via the first carrier network; perform instant 
communications signal processing on the instant communications signals for the at least one 
first private user device and to transmit instant communications signals to the at least one first 
private user device via the first carrier network (see fig. 3). 
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Regarding claim 2, Blacl^ discloses assign a generic identifier for the at least one first 
private user device to be included in a carrier network delivered instant communications 
session; generate a combined signal for the at least one first private user device to be included 
in the carrier network delivered instant communications session, and to transmit the combined 
signal to the carrier network with the generic identifier for inclusion as an input to the network 
delivered carrier Instant communications session (see col.8 lines 51-62, col. 16 lines 55-66). 

Regarding claims 3, 8 and 14, Black discloses the combined signal is transmitted to a 
PoC (push-to-talk over cellular) server within the carrier network where the combined signal Is 
treated as coming from a single user (see col.6 lines 20-21). 

Regarding claims 4 and 17, Black discloses in further conjunction with a second carrier 
network, the second carrier network providing wireless access to a second plurality of user 
devices, the second plurality of user devices comprising at least one second private user 
device, and being configured to route signals from the at least one second private user device 
to the private instant communications processing element, wherein the private instant 
communications processing element is further adapted to: receive signals from the at least one 
second private user device via the second carrier network; perform instant communications 
processing on signals received from the at least one first private user device and the at least 
one second private user device to produce instant communications signals for transmission to 
the at least one first private user device and to produce instant communications signals for 
transmission to the at least one second private user device (see col.21 lines 6-20). 

Regarding claims 5 and 20, Black discloses the first plurality of user devices comprises 
at least one first regular user device, and the second plurality of user devices comprises at 
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least one second regular user device (see col. 10 lines 26-31), adapted to: assign a first 
generic user identifier appearing as a first single user within a first instant communications 
session established by the first carrier network and to assign a second generic user identifier 
appearing as a second single user within a second instant communications session 
established by the second carrier network; combine all second regular user device signals and 
all first and second private user device signals into a first combined signal and sending the first 
combined signal to a first carrier instant communications processing element of the first carrier 
network which In turn sends it to first regular user devices via the first carrier network using the 
first generic identifier; combine all first regular user device signals and all the first and second 
private user device signals into a second combined signal and sending the second combined 
signal to a second carrier instant communications processing element of the second carrier 
network which in turn sends it to second regular user devices via the second carrier network 
using the second generic identifier; combine signals from the first carrier instant 
communications processing element of the first carder network and the second carrier instant 
communications processing element of the second carrier network into a third combined signal 
and sending the third combined signal to first private user devices via the first network and to 
the second private user devices via the second network (see col.8 lines 51-62). 

Regarding claim 7, Black discloses provide enhanced security features for the at least 
one first private user device (see col. 10 line 65 through col.1 1 line 4). 

Regarding claims 9 and 15, Black discloses the instant communications signals 
comprise half-duplex communications (see col.1 lines 54-55). 
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Regarding claims 10 and 16, Blacl^ discloses the instant communications signals 
comprise instant text messaging (see col.1 1 lines 50-51, see fig.2 element 228). 

Regarding claims 11-12 and 22, Black discloses a GLMS (group list management 
server), a presence server and a PoC server (col.5 lines 7-25, col. 6 lines 20-21). 

Regarding claim 13, Black discloses a system comprising: a first carrier network 
delivering wireless access to first regular user devices and first private user devices, and 
comprising a first CICP (carrier instant communications processing element) adapted to deliver 
a first instant communications session in respect of a plurality of input signals; a PICP (private 
instant communications processing element) adapted to combine instant communications 
signals from at least one first private user device into a first combined generic signal for 
inclusion as one input to the first instant communications session delivered by said first carrier 
network (see fig.2, col.8 lines 51-62). 

Regarding claim 18, Black discloses the PICP receiving a request from one of the at 
least one first private user device containing a user identification and containing invitees 
comprising other private users and/or regular users; sending an invitation to any private users 
identified in the request via the first carrier network; receiving acceptances or rejections from 
private users of the invitation and adding private users to a list of private users for the instant 
communications session; assigning a generic identifier for the private users on the instant 
communications session; sending the invitation to regular invitees via the carrier instant 
communications processing element containing the generic identifier and identifiers of the 
regular invitees; the carrier instant communications processing element establishing the instant 
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communications session including tine generic identifier and tine regular invitees that accepted 
the invitation (see col. 10 line 65 through col.1 1 line 4). 

Regarding claim 19, Black discloses receiving a request from one of the private user 
devices containing a user identification and containing invitees comprising other private users; 
sending an invitation to any private users identified in the request via the first carrier network; 
receiving acceptances or rejections of the invitation from the private users and adding private 
users to a list of users for the instant communications session (see col.1 0 line 65 through 
col.1 1 line 4, col. 16 lines 4-24). 

Regarding claim 21 , Black discloses a wireless user device having wireless access via 
a carrier network, the wireless user device comprising: a regular instant communications client 
adapted to participate in carrier network delivered instant communications sessions; a private 
instant communications client adapted to participate in instant communications sessions via 
the carrier network through a private instant communications processing element (see fig.2, 
col.1 0 lines 26-31). 

Regarding claim 23, Black discloses wherein the private instant communications client 
will not release private information related to the instant communication sessions that the 
private instant communications client participates in to the carrier network while a regular 
instant communications client in the same device also concurrently participates in a 
communication session (see col.8 lines 51-62, col.1 0 lines 26-31). 

Regarding claim 24, Black discloses a computer readable medium having processor 
executable instructions stored thereon for execution by a wireless user device, the processor 
executable instructions (see col.23 lines 3-17) comprising: a regular instant communications 
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client adapted to participate in carrier networl^ delivered instant communications sessions; a 
private instant communications client adapted to participate in instant communications 
sessions via the carrier network through a private instant communications processing element 
(see fig.2, col. 10 lines 26-31). 

Regarding claim 25, Black discloses a system of providing a PoC communication 
session including private user devices and regular user devices in which signals of the private 
user devices are included in the PoC communication session in a manner that hides identities 
of the private user devices (see col.6 lines 20-21, col. 10 lines 26-31, col. 10 line 65 through 
col. 11 line 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Black (7130282) 
in view of Yi et al. (US Patent 6498787). 

Regarding claim 6, Black fails to disclose a number of participants behind the first 
generic user identifier to the first carrier instant communications processing element of the first 
carrier network for billing purpose. 

Yi et al. disclose a number of participants behind the first generic user identifier to the 
first carrier instant communications processing element of the first carrier network for billing 
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purpose (see col.25 lines 6-8). Tlierefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Black with the above 
teaching of Yi et al. in order to provide billing user based on user'ID. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed Tu Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7883. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban, can be reached at (571 ) 272-7899. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://palr-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Tu X Nguyen/ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2618 
6/13/08 



